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 The Chairman Writes 
The timescale for preparing and printing our Newsletter means 
that I’m writing this at the turn of the year. That always makes it 
appropriate to look both backwards and forwards. 
Looking backwards, we’ve had a successful year in terms of all 
our events – talks, outings, social events and holidays. This is 
entirely due to the people who’ve put in all the hard work 
organising these things (and of course that doesn’t include me). 
Yes, we cancelled a couple of things, but as a Committee we 
don’t look on that as a failure – if we don’t keep offering different 
things we can’t find out what you want. 
Sadly, also looking back we’ve lost the services of our 
Newsletter Editor John Haworth. John felt that his health meant 
that he couldn’t guarantee to be available, and he has reluctantly 
stepped down. Our thanks to him for his help. Fortunately, his 
predecessor Venn Goldsack has come out of ‘retirement’ for this 
issue, while we train a replacement for John. 
Looking forward you’ll see that we continue to provide you with a 
wide range of events – we try to find something for everyone. 
You’ll also see from our Secretary that we’re recommending 
opening the membership of PANT to non-National Trust 
members. The experience of other groups is that previous fears 
about this move have proved groundless and we hope you’ll 
support it at the AGM. 
Also looking forward we’d like to try something new. At the 
moment all our Committee have specific jobs – Secretary, 
Treasurer, Events Coordinator etc. We’re looking for someone to 
join the Committee for a year, to be the voice of the ‘ordinary’ 
member (although I know that many of you are far from 
ordinary). Just come along to our six meetings each year, and 
tell us what you think about what we’re doing and how we’re 
doing it. A fresh perspective might help us improve. If you’re 
interested just contact me. 
Meanwhile, thank you all for your support and I hope you 
continue to enjoy belonging to PANT. 
Les Wright 
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 Membership News 
Welcome to the following members who have joined us since the 
last Newsletter was published. 
 Caroline Snell    Maureen Whorwood 
 Janice & Brian Tait   Roger & Doreen Frost 
 Ros Ralfe     Terry & Mary Buck 
 Wenda & Tim Lench   Richard & Ingrid Weaver 
 Jackie Leonard   Jennifer & David Huntley 
 Joe & Patricia Laurenti  Maggie Gosse 
 Betty Clark 
We hope you are enjoying your membership. 
 
We've lost a number of members over the year. Some have felt 
too infirm to continue being active, some have moved away from 
the area, and sadly we heard of some deaths. 
 
It's membership renewal time, (unless you joined after the start 
of this year) and we're repeating the system we've used in 
recent years. If you pay by Standing Order you will find an 
orange slip reminding you of this, and you don't need to take any 
further action. If you normally pay by cheque you'll find the usual 
renewal notice. 
 
If you pay by BACS transfer then please let me know (phone or 
email will do) so that we know what payments to expect on our 
bank statements.     BACS details are: 
 

Account name: PANT Sort Code 20-68-79 Account 90830127. 
 
Please think about paying by Standing Order - it makes life so 
much easier for us. If you contact me I'll send you a form. 
 
David Cole - Membership Secretary 
 

 
Please don’t miss the explanation on p19 about the  

criterion for being a member of PANT.  This relaxation  
is to be debated at the AGM on Tuesday 17th April. 
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Publicity and Communications 

It’s been a constant complaint by all Supporter Groups that the 
National Trust doesn’t give us enough publicity. This has 
improved somewhat in recent years, and now most editions of 
‘Near you’ delivered with your Trust magazine, will have 
something about Supporter Groups.  
The Trust has also run a pilot scheme in the Bath area, 
contacting all members with email addresses, and directing them 
to a webpage with links to their local groups. This should be 
repeated in our area soon, and we hope that this will help us 
attract new members.   
On a local note Dorset Life should be running an article about 
Supporter Groups in Dorset in its February or March edition, and 
we hope that this will also raise our profile.  
Talking as we do to other groups, it seems that word of mouth 
remains the very best publicity, so if you’re enjoying your 
membership please mention us to friends and acquaintances. 
David Cole our Membership Secretary will be happy to provide 
leaflets.   
A quick reminder – if your email address changes, please 
remember to let me know and finally, a thank you to everyone 
who helped to deliver this Newsletter.  

Les Wright - Publicity Secretary/Web Manager 

Closing dates and cheques 
It is important that cheques are dated as instructed as we 
sometimes have to make payments in advance. Examples: we have 
to pay the coach company 3 weeks in advance; theatres require us 
to pay for tickets when they are booked; hotels and restaurants 
either need a deposit or the money up front. 

In practice this means that the Closing Date is usually the date you 
should use on your cheque.  The organisers of events have 
calculated the closing date to allow for payments, and the closing 
date means just that  - no more bookings will be accepted after that 
date. 
We cancel events if we don’t get enough bookings before the 
closing date. In the past we’ve been able to be flexible about this, 
but this isn’t possible any longer, so please book promptly. 



  

4  

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
As I write this report we are approaching the end of the financial 
year with our accounts looking very healthy. We already have a 
surplus for the year of just under £6,000. We donated £775 to 
the National Trust earlier in the year to further support Purbeck 
Projects in 2017 and shortly I hope to transfer around another 
£5,000 to support projects in 2018. The surplus is higher than 
last year and once again is due to the hard work of the 
organisers and your continuing support but the main reason for 
the additional surplus was the very successful holiday to York. I 
hope our adventures this year are just as successful. 
 
I should like to take the opportunity of using this report to say a 
few words about completing cheques. I bank your cheques at 
Barclays in Swanage and some of you may know that when I 
present the cheques they are read by a machine behind the 
counter. It is therefore important that the cheques are clearly 
written and that all the data is accurate. So can I please ask you 
to ensure that you enter the payee (PANT), the current date 
(unless otherwise advised), the amount payable in words with 
the numbers inside the appropriate box (please ensure that they 
are clear and the same amounts) and finally sign the cheque 
above the bottom line.  
 
Please do not put staples in the cheques because if I do not 
spot them the bank’s cheque reader gets very angry!  
 
I know this all sounds obvious but even I sometimes forget some 
of these simple rules (and I am supposed to know what I am 
doing!).  I am not allowed to alter or change your cheques so 
following this guidance helps me and the organisers no end and 
I thank you for your co-operation. 
 
Ken Morgan 
 
Do you find yourself thinking grandmothers and sucking eggs?!!  ED 
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BORING but IMPORTANT REMINDERS—the small print! 

INSURANCE 
Please note that the 3rd Party Indemnity Insurance Policy does not cover 
members over the age of 80 years for Personal Accident  Members, 
Volunteers and others over this age participate in Association activities at 
their own risk. 
COST etc. 
The price of outings includes the coach travel, driver's gratuity and entrance 
fee (if any) to the property being visited. If bringing a guest we need to know 
whether he or she is a NT member as non-members do need to pay the 
admission charge to NT properties. 
BOOKINGS etc. Bookings are made on a first-come first-served basis, and 
cannot be dealt with over the telephone. Places will be offered strictly in 
accordance with the date a booking is received by the event organiser.  
Friends or family are very welcome, but if an outing is oversubscribed, 
members take precedence. A reservation list is kept for over-subscribed 
outings so, if you need to cancel for any reason, please do not offer your 
place to anyone else, but let the organiser know so that the place may be 
offered to the next person on the waiting list. 
CANCELLATIONS  If you do need to cancel, providing it is more than 3 
weeks before an outing, a full refund (less £5 administration fee) will be 
given. After that a refund will only become due if the seat/s can be passed to 
another person.  Tickets will not be issued until 2 weeks before, but if an 
event is cancelled you will be informed and your cheque returned. 
When making your bookings please send your booking form/s, together with 
a separate cheque and s.a.e. for each outing to the organiser of each event.  
Their address is on the inside of the front cover. PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO PANT, dated as shown on the booking form.   
Some of the outings are to HHA and RHS properties. If you are a member 
of those organisations bring your membership card. You will pay full price 
for the outing but will be refunded the cost of the entry but only if you have 
been able to show your membership card to gain free entry. 
Departure times for the relevant events:  please be at your pick-up point 5 
minutes before departure time. 
  
 Swanage Ballard Stores   Departure time as stated on ticket 
 Victoria Avenue Car park + 5 minutes from start 
 Corfe Castle – Methodist Church  + 15 minutes from start 
 Wareham – Red Lion  + 25 minutes from start 
 Wareham Railway  Station + 30 minutes from start  
(The Wareham Station stop is at the bus stop on the north side of the railway) 
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 HOLIDAYS 

Plymouth      Monday 14th - Wednesday 16th May 
Cost   Single £235.00                         Twin or Double £195pp. 
Deposit £30.00pp.      Final payment and cheque dated 1st April. 
Start  8am Swanage 
Our first two night short holiday will be in the West Country 
staying in Plymouth at the Duke of Cornwall, a Best Western 
Hotel on a dinner, bed and breakfast basis. We will travel in ‘Lily’ 
the 53-seater North Dorset coach with Jamie our much 
respected driver, familiar to us from several PANT holidays. 
We will visit Saltram (NT) on our first day en route to Plymouth. 
This is a lovely house with splendid views, landscaped parkland 
and wonderful contents to enjoy. We then make the short 
journey to our centrally placed hotel to arrive by 5.00pm. 
A leisurely start the next day with a visit to the Mayflower 
Museum situated near to our hotel. We will have time to study 
the history of Plymouth and the Pilgrim Fathers, to have coffee 
and explore the surroundings a little before having a guided tour 
of the Plymouth Gin Distillery nearby. The Distillery is in a 
wonderful old building, said to have once been a Monastery, 
with gin having been produced here since 1783. So a liquid 
sample of history awaits us! We are then free to make our own 
choice of activity for the afternoon – a light lunch, to wander 
along to Plymouth Hoe, take a boat trip around the Sound or a 
ferry from the Mayflower Steps over to Mount Edgcumbe. 
On Wednesday we will visit Cotehele (NT) one of the favourite 
National Trust properties among Members – a lovely place. We 
will be able to delight in the house and grounds, wander through 
the Valley Gardens to Cotehele Quay and perhaps venture 
alongside the Morden stream to Cotehele Mill. We leave about 
4.00pm to make our way homeward to Swanage arriving about 
7.00pm. 
Closing and cheque date 1st April 2018 

Organiser  Joy Kingsbury   

Bookings are going fast. Check availability first with Joy 
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  COTEHELE 
We are visiting this lovely place on our way back from 

our short break  

 

 
The visit to  Crowcombe Court is on 

12th July.  Details on p 13 
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WISLEY RHS     Thursday 12th April   
Cost  £30.00 members     £32.00 non-members         
Start 8am Swanage    Leave for return 4pm 
RHS Garden Wisley is the flagship garden of the Royal 
Horticultural Society.   At this time of year the spring bulbs 
should be in full bloom, as should the azaleas, rhododendrons 
and the alpine meadow. The RHS was given Wisley in 1903, at 
that time only a small part of the estate was actually cultivated 
as a garden, the remainder being wooded farmland. The original 
garden was the creation of George Fergusson Wilson.  After 
Wilson's death in 1902, Oakwood and the adjoining Glebe Farm 
were bought by Sir Thomas Hanbury, a wealthy Quaker who had 
founded the celebrated garden of La Mortola, on the Italian 
Riviera. In 1903 Sir Thomas presented the Wisley estate in trust 
to the Society for its perpetual use. 
When we arrive at the garden an experienced and fully trained 
guide will take us on a 60 minute tour showcasing the garden 
highlights.  
The gardens are accessible and there is a recommended 
wheelchair route from the entrance. However some areas - such 
as the Rock Garden - have limited access.   Six powered 
mobility scooters are available to hire free of charge at the 
garden entrance. Please call 01483 224234 in advance to 
reserve a scooter for your visit. There is also a buggy ride which 
is free, and runs from 10am to 3pm each day. It starts from the 
edge of the Conifer Lawn and runs continuously around the 
garden, taking approximately 30 minutes to complete a circuit - 
there is a pause in service at lunchtime. 
There are several places within the gardens to eat and drink. 
The Terrace Room, and the Food Hall serve main meals. There 
are also the Glass House, the Coffee Shop and the Honest 
Sausage, although the latter’s opening is dependent on the 
weather. 
Closing and cheque date 28th March 2018 

Organiser  Jill Benwell 

 

DAY TRIPS 
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HAMPTON COURT PALACE            Tuesday 22nd May 
Cost  £45.00  members  £47.00  non-members 
Start  8am Swanage               Arrive Swanage at 7.30pm approx. 
  
Hampton Court is the most famous Palace in England, having 
been home to the flamboyant King Henry Vlll. There is so much 
to do and see including the magnificent  gardens and maze.  
Many new attractions have been added in the last few years, 
including a unique re-creation of the Imperial Crown in the Royal 
Pew. 
 
The palace admission ticket includes access to an audio tour of 
Hampton Court Palace. 
 
There are three places to eat in the palace—The Tiltyard café is 
self service,  the Privy Kitchen for soup and snacks and the 
Fountain Court which is a waitress service restaurant. 
 
It should be an exciting place to visit.  Wear comfortable shoes, 
and enjoy yourself. 
  
Closing and cheque date 8th May 2018 
  
Organiser  Jean Fernley 
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BENNETTS WATER GARDENS, CHICKERELL 
Wednesday 6th June 2018  
Cost         £20.00 members £22.00 non-members 
Start 1pm Swanage.     Return 4.30pm.  
Come and enjoy an afternoon wandering through the gardens 
and perhaps taking tea in the Café Monet which has beautiful 
views over the gardens. 
The 8 acres of gardens are home to National & International 
Collections of Water Lilies, flowering from late spring through to 
the autumn, creating one of the most outstanding displays of 
water lilies in Britain with the Monet Bridge as a centrepiece. 
Grass pathways lead you through the series of ponds and lakes 
surrounded by wetland plants, native trees, palms, wild plants 
and flowers. The gardens are a 'Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest' and home to abundant wildlife. There are scenic places 
to sit and unwind and shaded woodland walks to explore. There 
is a route for the disabled, although having visited the gardens I 
would not recommend it for buggies or wheelchairs. 
The Tropical House contains exotic plants including a cacti 
collection  and a small museum contains the  local history of 
Chickerell village (mentioned in the Domesday Book), Chesil 
Beach & Fleet lagoon, plus the fascinating history of this site 
from the Brickworks & Clay Pits of 1859 through to the gardens 
of today. 
 
 
 
Closing and  
cheque date  
21st  May 2018  
 
Organiser  Jill Benwell 
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A THEATRE VISIT to SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE  for 

‘LOVE ON THE LINKS’  by  P.G. Wodehouse  
Thursday 14th June  2018 
Cost      £34.00 members     £36.00 non-members  
Start 9am Swanage      Return start 5pm  
We will arrive in Salisbury before 11am allowing free time to take 
a stroll round the Close, visit the Cathedral or Mompesson 
House (an opportunity to use your NT card!), indulge in a little 
retail therapy and enjoy a leisurely lunch before taking our seats 
for the 2.15pm  performance. We are well positioned in rows  
D and E.  
This ‘spiffing entertainment’ is adapted from the golfing stories of 
P G Wodehouse. In the rarefied surroundings of Wood Hills Golf 
Club in deepest Surrey all is very genteel with the Oldest 
Member snoozing in the corner. Once he stirs, however, we are 
regaled with tales of seduction, canoodling and thwarted love, 
with the help of some biffo club members, not to mention the 
ever graceful Daphne Cartwright and the dashing Jack Ramage!  
Do join us for an afternoon of high jinks and hilarity (Plus Fours 
optional…!!)  
Closing and cheque date 24th March 2018 

Organiser  Jan Cole 
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BALLIOL COLLEGE OXFORD           Monday 25th June  
Cost      £42.00 members             £44.00 non-members  
Start  9am Swanage           Arrive Swanage at 7.30pm approx 
 

Balliol is one of the oldest established Colleges and is well 
situated in the heart of Oxford. You have the unique opportunity 
of dining in Hall because our host, Bryan Keeping, having read 
Law has been granted permission for us eat there.   

There will be a coffee/tea stop (not included in the cost) half way 
to Oxford where we hope to arrive  at about 12.15pm 

After a short walk we will arrive at Balliol College. 

We will make our way to the Buttery where drinks will be served 
(at your own expense) from 12.30pm.  At 1pm a two course 
buffet  lunch will be available in Hall and will include a variety of 
hot and cold dishes.  Tea and coffee will also be available. 

After lunch Bryan will also show us around the Library and 
Chapel.  However, if you wish to leave the group to visit other 
places in Oxford you will be free to do so.   

If there is time Bryan will take us to The Oxford Union, where 
many past and current politicians have learnt their ‘art’! 

The Bodleian Library is well worth a visit but only takes individual 
bookings for its tours during June to September.  You can book 
on-line two weeks prior to the visit. 

 

The coach will depart at 4.30pm  

Closing and cheque date  4th June 2018 

Organiser   Margaret  Tyrer 
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CROWCOMBE COURT Somerset        Thursday 12th July            

NB There is no free entry for HHA members. 

Cost including lunch  £48.00 members    £50.00 non- members   
Start   8.30am Swanage    Return start 4pm. 
We will be travelling to Somerset with Jamie in ‘Lily’, the North 
Dorset coach, to Crowcombe Court nestling by the Quantock hills. 
The house was built as a statement of wealth and a place in which 
to entertain. It was completed in 1739 by Nathaniel Ireson and 
owned by the Carew family until the 1950s. Then, following a 
number of incarnations, it was saved and has been restored to its 
former glory over the past 13 years.  The present owners, David 
and Kate Kenyon, (the latter being a direct descendent of James 
Morrison a man of enormous wealth who acquired Crowcombe 
Court and other great houses) have dedicated themselves to this 
rewarding task and to restoring the gardens which run to over ten 
acres. 
Crowcombe Court is a magnificent property.  The Great Hall 
makes for a grand entrance with fine Italian plasterwork 
throughout, the Ballroom is a riot of colour with a superb marble 
fireplace, thought to have come from Stowe, and the house boasts 
a number of significant items of furniture and paintings.  
Interestingly there are splendid vaulted undercrofts which would 
have stored the winter provision for the household. 
There is so much for us to see during our guided tour but before 
that, upon our arrival, we will first sit down to a two course lunch of 
cold poached salmon with hollandaise sauce, new potatoes and 
asparagus, to be followed by lemon tart with clotted cream.   
Following the tour we will be able to wander about the grounds 
and enjoy tea before setting off on our return journey.  A summer 
day to be remembered. 
[NB Good weather is not guaranteed  -   Ed] 

Closing and cheque date 31st May 2018 

Organiser  Joy Kingsbury. 
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LYTES CARY  NT and  MONTACUTE HOUSE NT 
Wednesday 12th September  
Cost      £25 members                      £27 non-members 
Start    8.30am Swanage                Return Swanage 6pm approx 
  
We should arrive in comfortable time for the 10.30am opening of 
Lytes Cary.  This is an intimate medieval manor house with an 
Arts and Crafts garden divided into rooms by yew hedges and 
topiary—including the Twelve Apostles.  There is a small 
tearoom for coffee and a shop for gifts, garden accessories and 
plants. 
  
Leaving at 12.30pm for Montacute we will have until about 
4.30pm to have lunch, explore the gardens with the wibbly-
wobbly hedges and the house which has the longest  remaining 
Long Gallery and  where  the National Portrait Gallery has an 
exhibition of ‘Elizabeth of Bohemia: the Winter Queen’. The 
house was also featured in the drama Wolf Hall.  Wheel-chairs 
are available but they must be booked in advance. 
  
Closing  and cheque date 29th August 2018 

Organiser  Jean Fernley 
    
 

BEETLE DRIVE   NT Tea Rooms—Corfe Castle 
Friday 16th March    6.30 for 6.45pm 
Cost £10  members  £12 non-members 
By popular demand this ‘game’ has once again been included in 
our programme of events. 
During the evening’s activity you will be served with a baked 
potato with either a chili or cheese filling and a hot drink—to 
keep up your strength for throwing the dice! 
A prize will be given to the winner assuming no cheating has 
been  involved!!!!!!! 
I look forward to seeing you for an evening of fun. 
Closing and cheque date 2nd March  2018 
Organiser  Margaret Tyrer 

SOCIAL 



 

 15 

 

BOULES (Petanque) and PUTTING 
East Dorset Golf and Country Club 
Tuesday 17th July        2.30pm          
Cost   £11.50 members      £13.50 non-members 
Come and have some fun and be tutored by the ‘experts’ to play 
friendly games of Petanque and Putting.  You have a chance of 
playing both. 
Finish the afternoon off  at 4.00p.m. approx  with a cream tea in 
the Club House. 

Closing and cheque date 10th July  2018     

Organiser  Margaret Tyrer 
NB  Boules is a generic term that covers a number of French 
games played with metal balls.  DC 

BARBECUE    Studland Discovery Centre 
Friday 22nd June  5pm 
Cost       £13 members        £15 non-members 
Our annual Barbecue will again be held at Studland Discovery 
Centre, so come along and join old friends and make new ones 
Why not stroll along the beach or visit the bird hide overlooking 
Little Sea. 
The chef will be cooking home-made and locally sourced beef 
burgers.  The sausages and chicken will be local and organic.  
The vegetarians will have two choices, so please tick the 
appropriate box to reserve your vegetarian option. There will 
also be a choice of desserts, together with a good selection of 
salads and soft drinks. 
Les will be asked to produce a FUN table quiz which helps  to 
get people talking.  You are welcome to bring along your own 
wine, beer, champagne etc! 
Closing and cheque date 15th June 2018    

Organiser  Margaret Tyrer 
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SUNDAY LUNCHES     Good Food, Good Company. 
These are on the 3rd Sunday of alternate months. There are 
two more Sunday Lunches before we have a break during the 
summer months 
 
We meet at the bar at 12.30pm, get our drinks and select our 
choices from the menu to eat at 1pm. 
 
Food and drink is at our own expense, however we hope you 
will make a donation to the National Trust.  We have collecting 
boxes at all our talks and social events and hope to collect 
enough to buy a wooden seat to go on the path from Castle 
View to the castle. 
 
18th March  at the Kings Arms, Stoborough 
  
20th  May            venue to be advised 
 
Please note the dates for March and May are revised. 
 
Dates for your diary are Sundays 16th September and 
             18th November 
 
Organiser  Venn Goldsack  Tel  552972 

FUN CROQUET with  FISH AND CHIP SUPPER 
 
Last summer we laid on a Fun Croquet evening with a fish and 
chips supper.  It was a lot of fun and we decided to organise it 
again this year—but  we are unable to tell you the date because 
we do not yet know the availability of the ground. 
 
It will be a Wednesday evening in August and it will be at the 
Swanage Croquet Club (Swanage Cricket Club).  The cost will 
be £15. 
 
As soon as we can we will tell you the details by email and at 
talks and events. Jill Benwell is the organiser (424321). If you 
are interested please let her know so that she can be sure that 
you get the message. 
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Time 2.30pm      Members £2.00     Non-Members £3.00 

Venues 

Wareham, Carey Hall, Mistover Road, BH20 4BY, which has its 
own car park, just north of Wareham Railway Station, and 
Swanage, All Saints Hall, Ulwell Road, BH19 ILL. Some parking 
plus plenty of local roads to park and on a bus route. 
After the talk we hold a raffle & serve tea & biscuits, usually 
finishing about 4pm. 
 
Thursday 15th March Wareham 
The Swanage & Purbeck Sculpture Trail - Purbeck is built on 
stone and has a long history of quarrying and shipping it. When 
they were paving London Burt and Mowlem brought many 
interesting stoneworks to the area. Carlotta Barrow tells how The 
Sculpture Trail leads us through time. 
Tuesday 17th April   AGM  Swanage 
Chedworth Roman Villa – Nancy Grace, a National Trust 
archaeologist talks about the work that has been done on this 
major site over the last seven years. 
 
Thursday 20th September Wareham 
Not just a pretty garden!   25 years of guiding at Kew Gardens  
to be given by Elizabeth Hedley  It will be good  fun and 
interesting. 
 
Dates for your diary- speaker details to be confirmed: 
Tuesday 16th October  Swanage 
Thursday 15th November Wareham 
2019 
Tuesday 15th January  Swanage 
Thursday 21st February Wareham 
Tuesday 19th March  Swanage 
Thursday 18th April  Wareham (AGM)  
Cecily Carpenter, Talks Secretary 

TALKS 
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Wisley in the Spring   see p 8 

Something to make you smile! 
A group of girlfriends, all aged 40, discussed where they 

should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would 
meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the waiters there 
were handsome, with tight trousers and nice bums. 

Ten years later, at age 50, the friends once again discussed 
where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they 
would met at the Ocean View restaurant because the food was 
good and the wine selection was excellent. 

Ten years later, at age 60, the friends discussed where they 
should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would 
meet at the Ocean View restaurant because they could dine in 
peace and quiet and the restaurant had a beautiful view of the 
sea. 

Ten years later, at age 70, the friends discussed where they 
should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would 
meet at the Ocean View restaurant because the restaurant was 
wheelchair accessible and had a lift. 

Ten years later, at age 80, the friends discussed where they 
should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed that they would 
meet at the Ocean View restaurant because they had never 
been there before! 
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Eligibility for membership of PANT 

A proposed change 
The purpose of this note is to give members notification of a change to 
the PANT Constitution that will be proposed at the AGM on April 17th 
2018 (item 8 of the agenda on page 20). 
The eligibility criteria for membership of a local Association, like PANT, 
are defined in the Constitution, the terms of which are dictated by the 
National Trust. Until 2014 membership was open only to people who 
were members of the National Trust (including NT Scotland) or who 
were accredited Volunteers. At that time the National Trust offered 
Associations a new model constitution with the option of a less 
restrictive membership allowing any interested person to join the local 
Association.  
At the 2014 AGM PANT members voted 23-18 in favour of open 
membership but, because amendments to the Constitution require a 
two thirds majority, the motion was not carried. Around the country 
some Associations did adopt open membership, others did not. 
The current committee believes it is now appropriate to re-consider the 
situation. There are two main reasons for this. Firstly, we are aware of 
several individuals who, because of increasing age or loss of their 
partner, have allowed their NT membership to lapse because they are 
no longer in a position to visit NT properties on their own. Nevertheless 
they would like to retain their PANT membership for the social contact 
and organised outings that it provides. Secondly, the experience of 
those Associations (including some in Dorset) who have moved to 
open membership has been wholly positive. The concerns originally 
expressed have been shown to be unfounded. None has seen a rush 
of people leaving the Trust and simply remaining in the local 
Association (in fact one local Association has gained local members 
who have then gone on to become full members of the Trust), nor has 
there been any case of a local Association being taken over by 
unsympathetic pressure groups.  
For the above reasons, the committee will propose at the AGM that 
PANT now moves to open membership. Copies of the constitution 
wording changes will be made available at the AGM. Alternatively a 
copy can be obtained in advance by application to the Secretary by 
email (preferred) or by post enclosing a SAE. 

Keith Southern  - Secretary 
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 Purbeck Association of the National Trust 
31st Annual General Meeting 

Notice is hereby given that the above meeting will be held in 
All Saints Church Hall, Ulwell Road, Swanage 

at 2.30pm on Tuesday 17th April 2018 
 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the 30th AGM on 20th April 2017  

  Copies available at the meeting 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Submission of Annual Accounts and Honorary Treasurer’s Report 
6. Election of an Independent Examiner of the Accounts 
7. Election of Officers and Committee Members 

David Cole, Joy Kingsbury, Keith Southern, Margaret Tyrer and 
Les Wright have all completed at least five years on the Committee 
and are willing to be considered for re-election for a further twelve 
months. 

8. Amendments to the Constitution  
 See article by the Secretary on previous page.  
  Full details available at the meeting. 

9. Any Other Business 

Members must inform the Honorary Secretary in writing by 
3rd April 2018 if they wish to raise any matters under Item 9 
of the Agenda 

Chedworth Roman Villa - as it may have looked  



At the conclusion of the AGM business we will have an afternoon tea and 
Nancy Grace, National Trust Archaeologist for the SW, will talk about the 
recently finished 7 year project at Chedworth Roman Villa, uncovering 
and putting on permanent display mosaics that have been buried since 
the 1860s.   
 
In accordance with our Constitution, the present Officers and Committee 
Members retire but, if eligible, may offer themselves for re-election. 
Using the form below, any Member may nominate another Member (with 
their prior agreement) to serve on the Committee. These forms must be 
received by the Honorary Secretary no later than 3rd April 2018. Some 
members of the existing Committee are standing down this year so it is 
hoped that all Members will give their help to maintain and strengthen 
the work of the Association. 
  
Keith Southern, Honorary Secretary 
33 Ballard Estate, Swanage, BH19 1QZ 
 
 
Nomination for Committee 2018/2019 
We, the undersigned, hereby nominate the following Member/s for 
service on the 2018/2019 Committee. The nominee/s has/have agreed to 
stand.  

NOMINEE 
(Capital Letters) 

PROPOSER 
(Capital Letters and 

Signature) 

SECONDER 
(Capital Letters and 

Signature) 
      

      



DIARY  2018 
  
March 7th &  8th  Short break Overnight to London  

March 15th p17 Talk Sculpture Trail WAREHAM 

March 16th     p14 Social Beetle Drive 

March 18th p16 Social Sunday Lunch 

April  12th p8 Day trip Wisley 

April 17th p17 A.G.M   Speaker Nancy Grace (NT) SWANAGE 

May 14th—16th p6 Short Break Plymouth 

May 20th p16 Social Sunday Lunch 

May 22nd p9 Day trip Hampton Court 

June 6th p10 Day trip Bennetts Water Gardens 

June 14th p11 Day trip Salisbury Theatre 

June 22nd p15 Social Barbecue 

June 25th p12 Day trip Balliol College 

July 12th p13 Day trip Crowcombe Court 

July 17th p15 Social Petanque (Boules) and Putting 

August TBA p16 Social Fun Croquet 

September 12th p14 Day trip Lytes Cary and Montacute 

September 16th p16 Social Sunday Lunch 

September 20th p17 Talk Kew Gardens WAREHAM 

October 11th  Social Scottish Themed Dinner 

 

Printed by Amberwood Graphics   01929 554482 


	The 8 acres of gardens are home to National & International Collections of Water Lilies, flowering from late spring through to the autumn, creating one of the most outstanding displays of water lilies in Britain with the Monet Bridge as a centrepiece.
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