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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

It's that time again. Unless you joined recently, your membership will be due for
renewal on 1st April. If you did join recently, there will be a slip in with this Newsletter
letting you know that you don’t need to pay.

We're repeating our normal system. If you pay by Standing Order you will find an
orange slip reminding you of this, and you don’t need to take any further action. If you
normally pay by cheque, you'll find the standard renewal notice. This year the renewal
notices should be posted to me.

Please think about paying by BACS or by Standing Order - it makes life so much
easier for us, especially now that we have no local branches of Barclays. If you pay by
BACS transfer, then please let me know once you've made the transfer so that we
know what payments to expect on our bank statements. You can do this by phone or
email. My contact details are on the inside front and back covers.

BACS details are:
Account name: Purbeck Association of the National Trust
Sort code: 20-68-79 Account number: 90830127.

If you're paying us by BACS for the first time, please note that you need to put in our
full name. This is part of security measures introduced by banks. If you're paying by
cheque, it’s still OK to just put PANT as the payee.

Les Wright



THE CHAIRMAN WRITES

To Be, or Not To Be?

We've reached the point where we have to ask the difficult question “Should we carry
on?” Lots of factors have combined to bring us to this; here are some of them:

Our various types of outing have always been our main source of income.
Fewer bookings for these means that the amount of money we raise has
declined dramatically. In 2025-26 we will probably raise only £2,500.

The effort it takes to do this is disproportionate. This year Committee
members will have spent a combined total of over 1000 hours working for
PANT. Several other unsung members also spend many hours helping us
by distributing posters for our talks, running the raffles at talks, and by hand
-delivering copies of the Newsletter.

Short breaks and day trips have become increasingly stressful for
organisers. While it is only a very small minority, some members treat the
organisers as if they are professional couriers, expecting every single
problem to be solved, whether or not it is within the organiser's power to do
so0. Margaret and Jill, who have borne the brunt of this, don’t see why they
should have to face this treatment, when we’re all simply volunteers running
events (and the Association as a whole) as best we can.

Despite repeated appeals, we've had no offers of help to fill vacant posts on
the Committee. The majority of the Committee are approaching 80 or have
passed it. While nearly all of us are lucky enough to be healthy, many of us
are starting to ask how long we can (or want to) continue.

Without exception, all members of the Committee have active roles in other
groups or organisations. We are all considering whether our time and
efforts might be better spent concentrating on our other activities.

For the moment we will continue to run events as set out in the rest of this Newsletter,
so do renew your membership as requested on page 2 but barring a dramatic change
then at some stage we will formally move to dissolve PANT.

Les Wright



Purbeck Association of the National Trust
37t Annual General Meeting
To be held in Carey Hall, Mistover Road, Wareham
At 2.30 pm on Thursday 16t April 2026

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of the 36" AGM on 22nd April 2025
Copies available at the meeting

Matters arising from the Minutes
Chairman’s Report
Submission of Annual Accounts and Honorary Treasurer's Report

Election of an Independent Examiner of the Accounts

N o o~ ow

Election of Officers and Committee Members

Jill Benwell, Ken Morgan, Keith Southern, Margaret Tyrer, Les Wright and
Sophia Wright have all completed at least five terms on the Committee and are
willing to be considered for re-election for a further twelve months

8. Any Other Business

Members must inform the Honorary Secretary in writing by 2r7 April 2026 if
they wish to raise any matters under Iltem 8 of the Agenda

At the conclusion of the AGM business we will serve tea and cakes and a speaker
from the National Trust will provide an update on a topic of interest.

In accordance with our Constitution, the present Officers and Committee Members
retire but, if eligible, may offer themselves for re-election. There will be one vacancy to
be filled. Using the form which is included with the booking forms, any Member may
nominate another Member (with their prior agreement) to serve on the Committee.
These forms must be received by the Honorary Secretary no later than 2 April 2026.
It is hoped that all Members will give their help to maintain and strengthen the work of
the Association.

Keith Southern Hon Secretary



INSURANCE

The National Trust provides insurance coverage for supporter groups like PANT for
activities they undertake for the benefit of the NT. Here is a reminder of the exact

details:
1.

Public Liability covers all participants, regardless of whether they are NT
members, volunteers or members of the public in any activity the group
undertakes. It applies whether or not the group is at a NT property. However,
people can make a claim only if it is proved that PANT is legally liable.

Personal Accident cover is discretionary. It is restricted to members
undertaking voluntary activity for the NT e.g.. Committee members, event
organisers, newsletter deliverers. The upper age limit for this cover is 90.
However, the cover applies only if loss of earnings can be demonstrated so is
unlikely to be relevant for most PANT members. Any costs incurred due to an
accident while on supporter group trips or activities are covered under the
Public Liability section.

More details can be found in a document entitled ‘Key facts regarding
insurance arrangements for Supporter Groups’ which is posted on the PANT
website under ‘Short Breaks'.

Keith Southern Hon Secretary



PLANNING YOUR VISITS

Insurance Please note that the third party Indemnity Insurance Policy does not cover
members over the age of 90 years for Personal Accident. Members, and those over
this age, participate in Association activities at their own risk.

Cost etc. The price of outings includes: travel by coach, driver’s gratuity and entrance
fee (if any) to the venue. If bringing a guest, let us know if they are a member of PANT/
NT, as non-members and PANT-only members pay full admission charge to NT
properties. Bring your NT card with you on outings.

Bookings are made on a first come, first served, basis and cannot be dealt with over
the phone. Places will be offered strictly in accordance with the date the booking is
received by the organiser. Friends or family are very welcome but if an outing is over-
subscribed, members take precedence.

A reservation list is kept for over-subscribed outings so, if you need to cancel for any
reason, please do not offer your place to anyone else. Let the organiser know so that
the place may be offered to the next person on the waiting list.

When making your booking(s), please send your booking form(s) together with a
separate cheque and SAE for each booking to the organiser of each event. Their
address is on the inside of the front cover.

Please make cheques payable to PANT. Receipts will be issued only for holiday
deposit cheques. If you are booking more than 6 months ahead, please do not date
your cheque. It will be dated shortly before passing the cheque to the Treasurer, 2/3
weeks before the outing takes place.

Cancellations If you need to cancel, providing it is more than three weeks before
an outing, a full refund less £5 administration fee will be given. After that, a refund will
be due only if the seats can be passed to another person. Tickets will be issued two
weeks beforehand. If an event is cancelled, you will be told and your cheque returned.

There will be separate cancellation deadlines for Holidays and Short Breaks as
conditions imposed by hotels etc will vary. These will be detailed on the booking
forms.



Assistance

Outings may involve considerable walking and stair climbing so members with mobility
difficulties should seek guidance from the organiser before booking. Group volunteers
leading the visit will not be able to spend time with an individual attendee, but every
effort will be made to make sure that everyone has an enjoyable outing.

Please note: the wearing of seat belts on coaches is now a legal requirement and is
compulsory. Do please observe this as the coach operator may be subject to penalties
if this is not complied with.

PLEASE BRING CONTACT DETAILS WITH YOU ABOUT WHO TO INFORM IN CASE OF
EMERGENCY. This should include some form of ID and details of an emergency contact
whilst attending outings etc.

/ Emergency Contact \

The National Trust advise us that we should ask all members who attend
our events, to carry some form of personal identification and details of
someone who may be contacted in an emergency.

This is a wise precaution and we ask members to adopt this measure as
standard practice. This is especially important if a single member is
travelling or taking part.

Although we do not like to think of upsetting incidents occurring during an
anoyable day out, we must take sensible precautions.

Departure Time for Relevant Events
Please be at pick-up 5 minutes before departure time.

Swanage  Ballard Stores - departure time as shown on the ticket
Victoria Avenue Car Park + 5 mins from the start

Corfe Castle Methodist Church + 15 mins from the start

Wareham  Red Lion bus stop + 25 mins from the start
Railway Station (bus stop n side) + 30 mins from start.



FEBRUARY
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL
TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY
CosT: Members £35 Non Members £38
Depart Swanage 9.00am Depart Chichester 4.00pm

Join us for a guided tour of the Cathedral. In the morning possibly visit the Novium
Museum, and if the weather is fine you could explore the Bishop’s gardens and walk
the Cathedral walls or perhaps explore the shops in the city centre.

There will be a concert in the Cathedral between 1.10pm and 2pm, the tour has been
arranged for 2.15pm. The coach will leave at 4.00 pm, so time for tea in the refectory
before we depart.

For 950 years, Chichester Cathedral has served as the spiritual heart of Sussex. Its
history reflects iconic moments of English history: the Roman market city of
Chichester; King Henry VIII's Dissolution of the Monasteries (1530s); the Civil War and
siege of Chichester (1642) and much more.




At Chichester Cathedral medieval stone carvings sit alongside world famous
contemporary works of art from the likes of Graham Sutherland, Marc Chagall and
Ursula Benker-Schirmer.

The Novium Museum is built over the exposed archaeological remains of
Chichester's Roman bath house. The museum is located on Tower Street, which is in
the centre of Chichester City. The museum tells the stories of Chichester District and
its rich heritage.

Organiser: Jill Benwell

You can book up to very last minute by contacting Jill. (contact details on
inside cover).

We hope that the Newsletter will be with you before this trip takes place.
Apologies if it comes later.



MARCH

SPRING LUNCH AT THE ISLE OF PURBECK GOLF CLUB
Friday 20 March 12.30 for 1pm
Cost: Members: 2 courses £36 3 courses £40

Non Members:  Supplement £3

Welcome to Spring at the Isle of Purbeck Golf Club with our annual lunch. Hopefully,
the day will be bright and sunny and we may enjoy the views across Studland and
Poole Harbour.

You will be greeted with a glass of fruit cup or, if you prefer, you can purchase a glass
of something more stimulating at the bar.

Organiser: Jill Benwell Closing date: 7 March

10



MENU
Please make your selections for a two or three course lunch.

Starters
A. Garlic Creamed Field & Wild Mushrooms, Toasted Ciabatta (V) (GFA)

B. Smashed Chilli Avocado on Ciabatta Crodte topped with Smoked Salmon. (GFA)
(DFA)

C. Leek & Potato Soup (V)(GF)(DF)

Mains

D. Roast Belly of Pork with Baked Apple (GF)

E. Grilled Fillet of Sea Bream with Lemon, Herb & Prawn Butter (GF) (DFA)
F. Roast Chicken Supreme with a Tarragon Chasseur Sauce (GF) (DF)

G. Rich Caponata topped with Pan-fried Halloumi and Toasted Almonds (V) (GF)
(DFA)

D, E & F come with Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes
Desserts
H. Apple & Cinnamon Crumble with Custard (V) (DFA)
J. Italian Tiramisu with Coffee Syrup (V)
K. Dark Chocolate & Orange Mousse with Sablé Biscuits (V)( GF)

Coffee/Tea and Mints

V = vegetarian
DF = dairy-free DFA = dairy-free version available on request
GF = gluten-free GFA = gluten-free version available on request

Please note any dietary restrictions, allergies or requests for gluten- or dairy-free
choices on the booking form

11



JUNE

BENNETTS WATER GARDENS

Tuesday 9 June

Cost: Members £28 Non-members £31
Depart Swanage 10.00am Depart Bennetts 3.30pm

Set over some eight acres near Weymouth, these gardens hold the National Plant
Collection of Water Lilies. Attractions include a Claude Monet-style Japanese Bridge, a
Tropical House, Woodland Walks and a Museum. A map of the grounds is available
showing not only the lilies and marginal plants, but also the wildlife to look out for.

The Gardens endeavour to make as much of the attraction as possible accessible to
all visitors. Partial wheelchair access is available around the gardens. During periods
of sustained wet weather however, the gardens are closed to wheelchair users as the
paths are not paved, so might also prove a problem to those with mobility issues.

The Café Monet serves light lunches and afternoon teas, but you could also bring a
picnic to enjoy in the grounds

Organiser: Jill Benwell Closing date: 15 May
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JULY
BARBECUE FURZEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
Friday 3 July 5.30 pm
Cost: Members £18 Non-members £21

Some of you may remember that we used to have a very popular BBQ at Knoll Beach
each July. Unfortunately, with the loss of the Learning Centre there was no provision
for shelter if it rained, and we had to abandon the event.

This year, however, we thought we would try holding the BBQ again, this time at
Furzebrook Village Hall. There is plenty of space for parking, and all mod cons
(flushing loos as opposed to the composting ones at The Discovery Centre)!

Tea or coffee will be on offer, or you could bring your own drinks if you would like
something stronger and there will be a small selection of desserts. A vegetarian option
will be available.

Please come and join us, meet other members and make this the enjoyable social
event it used to be.

Organiser: Jill Benwell Closing date: 22 June
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SEPTEMBER
THREE RIVER CRUISE WITH LUNCH

Tuesday 8 September
Cost: Members £55 Non Members £58
Depart Swanage 10.00am Depart Southampton 3.30pm

Today we'll visit the port of Southampton, home of the cruise ships. This cruise
combines a harbour tour enjoying the lively sights of Southampton Port along with the
cruise ships when in dock, as well as visiting the other local waterways including the
Hamble, historic home of yacht building and the Itchen which leads you into the Test.

The cruise will depart at 12.15. On board while we see the various sites we'll have fish
& chips with mushy peas, bread & butter plus a hot drink. Vegan and gluten free
options are available. We dock at 3.15pm.

Organiser: Margaret Tyrer Closing date: 14 August

Please book soon as possible, as we've only been able to reserve
35 places on board

14



TALKS

We alternate between:

Wareham. Carey Hall, Mistover Road, BH20 4BY which has its own car park. Leave
the station roundabout on Bere Regis road, turn immediately left onto Carey Road.
Mistover Road is, after about 200 yards, the first road on the right. The entrance to the
Hall is between houses about 70 yards up on the right hands side.

Swanage. All Saints Hall, Ulwell Rd, BH19 1LL. Some parking is available and
there are plenty of local roads to use if needed. It is also on the No 50 bus route.

Time: 2.30pm. Halls are open from 2pm. After the Talk we hold a raffle, and usually
serve tea & biscuits, finishing at about 4pm.

Entry: Members £3  Non members £4
SPEAKERS FOR 2026

Thursday 19 February (Wareham)

Jeff Little - The Portland Spy Ring - An account of Cold War espionage on our own
doorstep. Full details are in the last Newsletter and on our website.

Tuesday 17 March (Swanage)

Audrey Pembroke - Local events in historical novels - a local writer describes how fact
becomes fiction. Full details are in the last Newsletter and on our website.

Thursday 16 April AGM (Wareham) - Speaker to be announced.

Tuesday 15 September (Swanage)
David Beardsley will talk about John Ralph Bankes (1937-1996) - the heir who didn’t
succeed and failed to inherit Kingston Lacy and Corfe Castle.

Thursday 22 October (Wareham)
Lilian Ladle, the voice of Wareham history and pre-history, will tell us about Pits, Pots
& History - results from local archaeology.

Tuesday 17 November (Swanage)
Author Neil McLocklin will talk about the impact of the Civil War on local people and
places.

Sophia Wright, Talks Organiser
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LOOKING AHEAD

These are some of things we're thinking about for the future. We don’t have firm
dates yet for any of them.

SPRINGHEAD TRUST OCTOBER
A rural centre for the arts and the environment, situated near to
Fontmell Magna.

BEETLE DRIVE

These were very popular when we held them in the Trust's Tearoom in Corfe Castle.
That's no longer possible, so we're looking at holding one in a local village hall. The
downside is that Committee members will have to do the catering.

THAMES RIVER CRUISE NOVEMBER
We're looking at an overnight stay, and having a cruise
along the Thames in Central London, as well as visiting

another attraction.

EXETER CHRISTMAS MARKET, DECEMBER

This is one of the best Christmas markets in the south,
and our visit a few years ago was very popular. We're
hoping to repeat it this year.
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